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	awakened at the right moment by the touch of a master-
hand. The names of Mahinda and of his sister Sangha-
mitta are revered as are no other names in the island.
Of the life of the masses during this period we know
little. But we cannot imagine that their lot was an easy one
even under the fatherly rule of Asoka. That they worked
in their fields undisturbed by foreign invasion or civil
warfare was itself a great boon. But that they were free
from their perennial struggle against famine, flood, and
pestilence is not likely; and they had their taxes to pay to
the Emperor, and their gifts to make to priests and monks.
In the case of Lumbini, the Buddha's birthplace, religious
taxes were exempted, and the usual tax to the Emperor of
one-fourth of the produce was reduced to one-eighth, Even
this is a heavy burden for people who seldom rise above
starvation, and even the organized charity of the Emperor
and his queens cannot have done much to relieve their
distress. This being so, one wonders how much the
reiterated statement of the edicts—'that the Dhamma is
the greatest of gifts' meant to the people. That in India
and Ceylon they soon began to groan under the enormous
burden involved in the building of great religious edifices
is clear. Some of these mounds cover seven or eight acres
of ground, and the numerous Pillars of Asoka, monoliths
fifty feet high, brilliantly polished, were transplanted to
points all over the empire. These were great engineer-
ing feats, but the labour involved was colossal General
Cunningham, who did so much for the archaeology of
India, estimated that the average weight of these pillars is
fifty tons, and when the Sultan Firoz Shah Tughlak had
one of them moved the comparatively short distance of
120 miles, it involved the use of enormous mattresses of
cotton, and of a specially-built carriage with twenty-one
pairs of wheels. At each wheel toiled 200 men; an army
of no less than 8,400 was thus employed,, and this gives us
some faint picture of the labour involved in the quarrying.

